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A sustainable community is characterized by a more in-depth understanding of governance and how it promotes social change (Smyth, 2010). Members of the community accomplish community goals by developing a better understanding and how it affects sustainable development effort. A sustainable community is a sign of governance in the social environment system that helps overcome collective action problems in society by producing rule systems that steer individual, corporations, and countries so that behavior is consistent with the long term goals for society as a whole.

The importance of reducing the amount of waste is that it enables communities to reduce liability, improve people's safety and enhances the image of the city (Seadon, 2010). The efforts of reducing waste help in preventing pollution caused by reducing the need to harvest new materials and saving energy. It reduces the amount of waste that will need to be recycled hence sustaining the environment for future generations. Programs and policies that can help to reduce the amount of waste are the National Waste Policy and National Environmental Protection Measures (Seadon, 2010).
The importance of minimizing resource needs is that it increases the self-reliance of the community, provides rebates for energy efficient appliances (Smyth, 2010). Minimization of resource needs helps in managing waste and be able to save money and instill more values into the community values and reduce the flow of garbage that traverses the community. Programs and policies that can help to minimize resource needs are Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Act and Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Levy (Smyth, 2010).
Encouraging community greening helps communities to take ownership of their environment and require its members to take action (Smyth, 2010). The city can have an environmental ethic, therefore, planting a green legacy that will provide shade and fruits for years to come. Programs and policies that can help in encouraging community greening are the Environment Protection Act and Environment Protection Regulations (Smyth, 2010).
The importance of protecting green infrastructure is that it boosts ecosystem productivity where species have an essential role to play (Smyth, 2010). It helps in harnessing the best of what nature has to offer without putting more strain in a community. It ensures biodiversity loss does not occur therefore leading to the interaction between biodiversity and the members of the society Programs and policies that will help in protecting green infrastructure are Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act (Smyth, 2010).
Adaptation to natural hazards helps increases the resilience of vulnerable people to withstand, cope with and recover from disasters thus resulting from hazarding events such as hurricanes, earthquake and flooding and tornadoes (Seadon, 2010). It enables the provision of cost useful natural and buffers against natural phenomena and the impacts of climate change. Programs and policies that will help in adapting to natural hazards are the Protection of the Environment Operations Act and Environment Protection Regulation (Seadon, 2010).
The importance of maintaining ecosystems perspectives in decision making and policy design and implementation helps in identification of pollution discharge. It helps in evaluating the water quality and developing protection water catchment areas (Zurbrügg, 2012). Programs and policies that will help in maintaining ecosystems perspectives in decision making and policy design and implementation are Zero Waste Act and Environment Protection Act (Zurbrügg, 2012).
Importance of undertaking green city management approach encourages development strategies and innovative financing for renewable energies, climate-smart agriculture and low carbon communities (Zurbrügg, 2012). It supports pollution management by cleaning up the river and reducing pollution and developing partnerships with other communities to spur cleaner production standards and strategies. Programs and policies that will help in undertaking green city management are Litter Act and Waste Minimization Act (Zurbrügg, 2012).
The importance of adopting land use regulations to accommodate and encourage green neighborhoods provides regulatory protection of land and the prohibition of cutting trees on land hence reducing negative externalities (Zurbrügg, 2012). It leads to facilitate the redistribution of wealth from the general taxpayer to landowners in the community. Programs and policies that will help in adopting land use regulations to accommodate green neighborhoods Land Protection Act and the Land Use Act (Zurbrügg, 2012).
The importance of encouraging green architecture helps in reducing energy and material consumption in the community (Zurbrügg, 2012). It helps in producing and recycling material. Therefore, it reduces community poverty through the management of the environment. Programs and policies that will help in encouraging green architecture are the Green Energy Act and Sustainable Green Energy Act (Zurbrügg, 2012).
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